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The 7th  International Disability Film Festival
BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS
Kosmos and October cinemas. Moscow, November 14-17 2014.

Press Release
On November 14 at 12.00 an opening ceremony will be held at the Kosmos cinema (109 Prospekt Mira) for the VII International Disability Film Festival: Breaking Down Barriers, organized by the Perspektiva Regional Society of Disabled People, with support from Mobile TeleSystems and the Moscow Department of Social Protection. 
Prior to that, a press conference will be held at 11.00 with the director of Perspektiva, Denise Roza, film director and head of the festival jury Vadim Abdrashitov, actress and member of the jury Polina Kutepova, actress and audio describer Irina Bezrukova, television critic Irina Petrovskaya, television journalist Yevgeniya Voskoboynikova, director and member of the Russian Academy of Cinema Arts Andrei Osipov, directors Vyacheslav Zlatopolsky, Yevgeniya Montaña Ibañez, and Yelena Pogrebizhskaya, whose film is included in the festival. Gerard O'Dwyer, an Australian actor with Down Syndrome and the lead actor in the film The Interviewer, will also attend. Another member of the jury, Jon Alpert, will arrive at the festival a little later. Mr. Alpert is an American documentary filmmaker who has won 15 Emmy awards.  
Breaking Down Barriers is a unique film festival, and is not limited to the problems of people living with disabilities. “This festival is about overcoming barriers,” said jury member Andrei Osipov, a well-known director. “We are all the same and very different. We all have a great deal of problems. But it’s so important to see another person as a person first of all, and not his problems, specific issues, or disability.”
The opening ceremony will also be attended by friends and partners of Perspektiva: Tutta Larsen, Yevgeniya Simonova, Artur Smolyaninov, Irida Khusainova, and others. Radio host Vera Kuzmina and film and stage actor Sergei Druzyak will host the ceremony.
Two films will be shown after the opening ceremony: a short animation film by the Spanish director Miguel Gallardo, Maria’s Journey, and the film Beautiful, by Australian director Genevieve Clay.
There will be more films after a break from the official selection of the film festival, as well as meetings with directors and discussions about the films.

 “The people in these films are called handicapped or disabled. But this is not entirely appropriate,” said Vadim Abdrashitov, head of the festival jury. “In fact, it is their capacity for living, their strength, and their spirit that show the unlimited possibilities for each of us. I think these films should be shown widely on television; let their strength and the power of their spirit help us as well.” 

The main and children's festival programs will be held November 14 to 17 at the Kosmos cinema in Moscow (109 Prospekt Mira). The children's program (November 15) and the closing ceremony (November 17 at 7 pm) will be held at the October cinema (24 Novy Arbat). Special guests for the children's program include the singer Glyuk'oZa, the actress Darya Melnikova and the actors Artur Smolyaninov and Ivan Gromov. In addition, plans are in place for Chris Schuepp, a UNICEF representative, to shoot a film about the film festival together with young people from the “Developing leadership among teens with disabilities” program.
The hosts of the festival's closing ceremony will be the actress Viktoriya Tolstoganova  and the actor, producer, and director Alexei Agranovich. That ceremony will be held at the October cinema on November 17 at 7 pm.
“A person with a disability is just a person like us. He has certain problems, but those don’t extend to his personality or soul,” said Alexei Agranovich, who will be a host at the festival for the third time.
More than 150 films from 26 countries were sent to this film festival. The official selection for the festival contains more feature films than in the past. The program also contains films addressing the issues of elderly people with disabilities for the first time. A special nomination was created for these films, and there will be a roundtable discussion on disabilities and the elderly, and how related issues are portrayed in films and the media, during the festival (November 16).
 “It is the role of films to touch people, who then go on to take action,” said Perspektiva director Denise Roza. “In the first years of the festival, our attendees were those who personally affected by disabilities. Now we have a variety of visitors, who come because they’re interested in the films. I would like our films to change the audience, at least a little. I hope they will move the viewers, break stereotypes about disabled people, and motivate people to befriend them.”
Master classes led by directors visiting the festival are also planned, where the artists will share the secrets of their skill with beginning cinematographers. The director Vyacheslav Zlatopolsky, a member of the jury, commented, “Art in general, and cinematography in particular, shouldn’t recognize barriers or limitations, except for those that are internal, moral and ethical, living only in the sould of the artist. Therefore, films about people with disabilities and by people with disabilities help us get rid of what would seem to be existential limitations.”  
Previous Breaking Down Barriers film festivals were held with the support of Vladimir Menshov, Andrei Eshpai, Alexander Mitta, Algis Arlauskus, Tatiana Arno, Yelena Pogrebizhskaya, Irina Latchina, Vahtang, Andrei Raykin, Vladimir Gerchikov, and others.
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The film festival is supported by: ОАО Mobile TeleSystems 
Kaspersky Lab, EU, Gazprom-Media Holding, European Union, Timchenko Foundation, Holiday Inn Moscow – Suschevsky, Russian Federation Ministry of Economic Development, the British, Canadian, and Australian embassies, French Institute, Cervantes Institute, the Moscow City Organization of the All-Russian Society of Disabled People, REAKOMP, the Karo cinema chain, the MosKino cinema chain, Seville, Nestle, Mostsvettorg, and Oskovsky Les.

Informational partners of the festival: MIA Rossiya Sevodnya, METRO, Radio Rossii, MuzTV, Obshestvennoye Televideniye Rossii, Ekho Moskvy, U televsion channel, 24DOC, Otdokhni, Agency for Social Information, The Documentary Film and Television Guild, Moi Rayon, JustForLife, Vklybe.tv, TimeOut, iamhuman.ru, KudaGo.com, The Village, Put k Zdorovyu, Tribuna, Social Advertising Laboratory.
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The Perspektiva Regional Society of Disabled People was founded in 1997, and is a leading public organization today. We work to ensure that young people with disabilities are socialized and active, and fight for the rights of disabled people in Russia. We promote inclusive education in Russia, provide employment services for disabled people and family members, provide legal support to disabled people, and organize the international Breaking Down Barriers film festival. Our mission is to improve the quality of life and achieve the full integration of people with disabilities into all spheres of society and life. www.perspektiva-  inva.ru
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